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Welcome to

American Pie Seminars
Greetings colleagues!

We’re really and truly über jazzed to learn you want to get the skinny on our continuing ed seminar program!  

Don’t let the levity throw you off.  We aim to entertain as well as educate.   
We are pleased to offer a year ’round comprehensive compliance program of interesting and fun colleague worthy affordable instructor led live webinars, as well as non-instructor led multiple choice seminars for interpreters of ALL LANGUAGES. 
In addition, we offer a language-specific non-instructor led seminar in Spanish and a language specific instructor led webinar in Spanish.

The Pie Program includes a hodge-podge of materials all wrapped up in fun exercises for one and all to learn and enjoy!

Do read on to get a heads up on this series goodies.  But, to get to the nitty-gritty… Well… you’ll just have to join us!

Tensi… and the Fun Pie Crew

The Pie Story…

You may be asking yourself, who are these Pie People, anyway? And… what’s the deal with the Pies? 
All valid questions, for sure!  

American Pie Seminars was founded in 1998 by 
Tensi (Hortensia) Torres-Comas, a Los Angeles based Spanish interpreter who saw too many of her colleagues struggling with American idioms.  A fellow interpreter asked her to do a seminar on idioms and slang.  That sounded like fun.  So, she got her multi-color paper worksheets in apple pie order and CIMCE# 654 was born in California as a three hour evening seminar.  
We named it American Pie inspired by mom, apple pie, and all things American (way, way before the movie!) since we originally envisioned it as an “Americanization tool” for non-native English speaker interpreters.  

Soon, however, native English speakers wanted some Pie.  And, Pie they got!  We diversified the seminars a bit, expanded into other topics, and… Voilà!  CIMCE 654 self-pollinated into a whole bunch of other fruity and nutty numbers.  

We look forward to many fun Pie-filled seminars and hope the pollination continues. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Angela Mc Ewan who held my hand and was my native English speaker resource in the early years.  But, in particular, and in a super really big way, I’d like to thank all you Pie Veterans who’ve made our Pie Seminars the venue Where learning meets fun… for all languages!

Merci to one and all!

Tensi

aka The Pie Lady
About the provider

Hortensia (Tensi) Torres-Comas is a certified interpreter and translator with close to four decades of language service experience.  
Tensi is one of the original founders and the current director of BiLingual Services International (www.bilingualservicesinternational.com), as well as the provider and main instructor of
American Pie Seminars www.pieseminars.com  
She is certified as an interpreter by the Los Angeles Superior Court, the State of California, and the U.S. Courts, and as a translator by the Los Angeles Superior Court and the American Translators Association (En>SP), and is further accredited as a linguist by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Tensi has also been actively involved in interpreter training, test development, and rating nationwide for over two decades and is a lead state and federal examiner for the National Center for the State Courts.

American Pie Seminars was founded in 1998 at the request and encouragement of colleagues.  A former high school and ESL teacher, Tensi took her teaching experience and put it to work in developing truly colleague-worthy seminars that aim to instruct, engage, and yes… entertain.  Who said learning couldn’t be fun? 

 

Instructor Led Seminars 2017
Live Online Webinars

WebBuzz.4   Buzz in a Swirl!      
 

          (3 hours)


March 21, June 27, September 19, October 24
        5:45 p.m. Pacific Time  

Ah… idioms! New slang, old slang.  How can sick be cool... or gross?  Baffled? Welcome to American English!  OMG!  Did we mention we’re also doing textese?  LOL!  Who said learning had 2 b a pain?

WebLex.4   The Legal Eagle has Landed      

                           (3 hours) 

March 28, July 11, September 26, November 7
            5:45 p.m. Pacific Time

Do you at times feel uncertain about what a legal term really meant? Does legal slang stump you?  Does Latin make you sort of dizzy? No worries.  We’ve got you covered!  Join us for a sure cure of leges vertigo… in large print and plain English!

WebEthics.4   Maxi Ethics for Terps     
                            (3 hours) 

April 4, July 18, October 3, November 28
            5:45 p.m. Pacific Time

This one sure gets lively!  Nothing like controversial ethics scenarios to get the virtual hackles and danders way up… in a truly good way.  Join us for some real and hypothetical thought-provoking what-would-you-do-if… and chime in!

WebEthics.4 (a)  Mini Ethics for Terps     
                                (1 hour)

July 20, November 28
    
            5:45 p.m. Pacific Time

A full hour of the above to keep the conversation rolling!
WebRX.4   Is There an Ephebiatrician in the House? 
                              (3 hours) 

April 18, July 25, October 10, December 5
            5:45 p.m. Pacific Time

Blood and gore, it isn’t.  Word!  This serious-minded yet hardly intense webinar aims to familiarize interpreters with health-specific terminology (a.k.a medical terms) in both their formal and informal versions.  We’ll mix in a fun syndromes and conditions, health-related neologisms, and selected body parts.  We promise it won’t hurt!

WebVocab.4   Words Galore… Pesky Plurals… and Much More!                       (3 hours) 

 Apil 25, August 1, October 17, December 12                 
5:45 p.m. Pacific Time

A vocabulary and grammar toss does not have to be a yawn.  Not even!  This lexical extravaganza is sure to awaken the senses.  We’ll get it all straight on commonly confused terms, and dust off some oft-forgotten grammatical beauts.  Gerunds, phrasal verbs, agreement, and other linguistic gems are alive and kicking… and in full occupation of  this webinar!
Specific Information on how to join the live webinars will be provided at registration.

Non-Instructor Led Seminars
Distance Learning On Demand Seminars

Cyber Vocab.104 & Cyber Vocab.105                                            (3 hours each) 
No self-respecting interpreter seminar series, distance learning or otherwise, would be complete without a vocabulary section.  And we have two, yes… TWO! alluring multiple choice on demand lexical bonanzas of often confused terms, foreign-based words, a pinch of grammar, even a neologism or two… which translates into a whole lot of fun and new interesting terms to add to your growing glossary.

Cyber Buzz.104 & Cyber Buzz.105                                                 (3 hours each) 
This boffo multiple choice on demand series really takes the cake.  Check it out!  You’ll see why we think this baby gets the über nod with its new and old slang, similar sounding idioms, cyber terms, and newspeak!  Rumor has it you’ll burn the midnight oil without one itsy bitsy bit of kvetching.  Your noodle will get one slammin’ workout!!

Cyber RX.104  

    (3 hours)  
Colleague… challenge thyself! Our all medical multiple choice distance learning on demand seminar makes the cyber rounds once again!  Now, don’t go all high blood pressure I–can’t-do-medical-stuff!  Give it an intramuscular shot and exercise that grey matter!  Before long, progeria, rhinion, lithtripsy and kindred terms will be infused into your very own quotidian lexicon.

Cyber Lex.104  

(3 hours) 
Our ALL LEGAL multiple choice bona fide de jure distance learning seminar makes another cyber appearance, in propia persona and per se, no less!  
We summon one and all amici curiae (sans warrant, no worries!) to cease and desist absconding from the foreseeable risk of the benefits derived from the acquisition of lex-related lexicon.  

Cyber en Español.104  

(3 hours)

Our one and only language-specific on demand seminar en Español has returned!  I sure wish I could replicate this baby into a bunch of languages for all my great OTS colleagues, ’cause I sure as heck have had fun putting it together!   We’ve mixed high register words, legal terms, general vocab, idiomatic expressions, and my favorite… ”in-my-country-we-call-it-this” for your investigative placer.  Salud!

Cyber Ethics.104(a)  

(1 hour)

Last, but definitely, absolutely, positively not least… Our very own Cyber Ethics… the short version.  We even diverted from our traditional multiple choice format to only two choices: Cool, or… not so cool?  In way too real court life scenarios we are challenged to ask… would this be cool, or… not so cool?  No worries.  We’ll provide the ethics guides.  
All distance learning on demand seminars are multiple choice... and a lot of fun!

To join the instructor led 

live webinars…

Joining the live webinars is… a piece of Pie!

· You register: 

By email: americanpieseminars@email.com

By fax: Fill out the registration form and fax to 562.424.1708

By phone: Call us at 800.436.6234.  We’ll register you. No worries!

· After registering, you will receive enrollment confirmation of the classes and dates you have chosen.
· A few days prior to the webinar you will receive via email the exercises that will be presented in the class.  Researching and printing the materials are both optional.

· The day of the webinar you will receive a link via email from the webhost inviting you to join the webinar.

· The webinars are interactive, so you’ll need a microphone (a USB headseat is highly recommended).  But… you’ll also have a chat option to join the conversation.  

· During class, you will hear the provider’s voice as well as your classmates.  However, no attendees’ images will be shown on the screen.  The screen will display the exercises.  So… yes, you can wear your jammies.  No one will be the wiser.  

· You can use your desktop, laptop, tablet or iPhone.  Mac or PC.  For specific tech questions, please contact our webhost: GoToMeeting.com at 800.263-6317. 

After you register for a webinar… 

Then, what?
· After registering, you will receive reconfirmation of your registration.

· Two to three days prior to the webinar, you will receive via email the handouts and exercises that will be presented in class.  Research and printing materials is optional.

· The day of the webinar, you will receive a reminder link from the webhost.  Click on the link and follow the instructions to join the webinar.  We are generally online 30 minutes prior to the starting time.

After you log in to the webinar… 

Then, what?

· After you log in to the webinar… just hang tight until the starting time.  We start promptly at the assigned time.

· Once we start, there will be a short introduction and the class will start.  You will be muted until the instructor unmutes you.  This will be explained in the introduction.

· Your screen will show the PowerPoint exercises.  You will not see the other class participants or the organizer.  They will not see you either… but, we will all hear each other.

· No mic? No worries!  You can use the chat option to participate.  You can also use your IPhone. 
To quote our very first Pie Convert…

So, how do I do this Cyber Pie thing?

Easy as… Pie!
    To take a non-instructor led distance learning seminar….
You can register.

· By email: americanpieseminars@email.com

· By fax: Fill out the registration form and fax to 562.424.1708

· By phone: Call us at 800.436.6234.  We’ll register you. No worries!

You get the materials. 

· By e-mail: 

· You will receive a Word file:  Bold, underline, check or highlight answers.  Save as a new file and e-mail it back to us.  Or… print them out, mark the answers and send them back by regular mail.  Don’t forget to keep a copy!

· By snail mail (additional $15.00 fee applies ):
· You will receive a hard copy: Mark the answers and send them back to us by regular mail (certified mail is not required, but highly recommended).  Make sure you keep a copy for yourself!

You research the materials.

· Dictionaries, the Internet, friends, colleagues, distant cousins are all valid “life lines.”

You answer the multiple choice questions.
· There are 75 multiple choice items in each 3 hour e-seminar.

· You are allowed 25 incorrect answers per e-seminar.

· Re-takes allowed ($15.00 per re-take).
You send the completed e-seminars back to us.

· You can fax them, e-mail them, snail mail, send them by pony express… your choice!  After circling, shading or checking your answer.

We rate and process the work submitted.

· Allow 12-15 business days for results. (Expedited issuance available: $15.00 per seminar, $25.00 per bundle).
Upon successful completion of a seminar, you’ll be emailed a certificate verifying completion.  

Please note!!!  

Last day to submit non-instructor led seminars for the 2016 compliance period is

december 16, 2017
American Pie Seminars 

2017 Seminar Menu 

Instructor led live online webinars

(WebBuzz.4   
(3 hrs) 
Mar 21/Jun 27/Sep 19/Oct 24 
5:45 p.m. Pacific Time
(WebLex.4   
(3 hrs)
Mar 28/Jul 11/Sep 26/Nov 7 
5:45 p.m. Pacific Time
(WebEthics.4 
(3 hrs)
April 4/Jul 18/Oct 3/Nov 28 
5:45 p.m. Pacific Time
(WebEthics.4(a) 
(1 hr)
July 20/Nov 28
5:45 p.m. Pacific Time
(WebRX.4  
(3 hrs)
Apr 18/Jul 25/Oct 10/Dec 5 
5:45 p.m. Pacific Time
(WebVocab.4 
(3 hrs)
Apr 25/Aug 1/Oct 17/Dec 12 
5:45 p.m. Pacific Time
Non-instructor led on demand seminars

(Cyber Vocab.104 
(3 hrs)
(Cyber Vocab.105
(3 hrs)
(Cyber Buzz.104 
(3 hrs)
(Cyber Buzz.105
(3 hrs)
(Cyber RX.104
(3 hrs)
(Cyber Lex.104 
(3 hrs)
(Cyber en Español.104
(3 hrs)
(Cyber Ethics.104(a)
(1 hour)

Researched and submitted individually.  These seminars can be taken and submitted at any time.

Fees: 

· Each 1 hour webinar or seminar 


$39.00
· Each 3 hour webinar or seminar 

$69.00
· The Classic Discount Bundle 
(15 hours) 
$279.00
· The Maxi Discount Bundle 
(16 hours) 
$299.00
· The Maxi Plus Discount Bundle (19 hours)
$339.00
For additional savings…. 
Like us on Facebook and get $5.00 off any individual undiscounted webinar or bundle.
Seminar Registration Form
Please fill out the requested information and check your choices in the attached Seminar Menu.
Your name: 






State Identification #: 


 Language you interpret:



Mailing address: 







Best phone number to reach you: 






 
E-mail: 










I’d like to pay by:  (Check
(Credit Card 
*  If you’re paying by credit card:  For your security, please fax to:  562.424.1708

Credit card number 


 
Expiration date

          Name as it appears on your card 



       Amount authorized

*  If you are paying by check - - Please make check out to:  American Pie Seminars
and mail to: 2841 Chestnut Avenue Long Beach, CA 90806
[image: image3.wmf] To register by phone: Call us at 800.436.6234 

Important note: Should you need to return or cancel a seminar, a voucher will be extended for the hours corresponding to the seminar.  The voucher will be valid for three years from day of issuance.
800.436.6234

americanpieseminars@email.com
AmericanPieSeminars/Facebook.com

[image: image2.png]



New Mexico Series


2017














cc: APS/Admin/Seminar Info. New Mexico 2017




cc: APS/Admin/Seminar Info. New Mexico.2017
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